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Cultural Relativism and Universal Human Rights
There has been growing tension between universal human rights and their subjection to culture. This discussion has been going on for a very long time, but what has remained clear and constant is that human rights activists continue to expound and emphasize the need to accept the universality of human rights. Universalists believe that human rights are not subject to cultural modifications even though they are affected by a specific culture. This essay asserts that cultural relativism is not a sufficient argument against establishing an international body of human rights protection as it exists today because there is a growing consensus at the international level on the need to accept and appreciate universally shared human rights.
Even though the establishment of an international human rights protection body has been inhibited by the cultural relativists, who believe that culture is an essential source of the validity of moral principles on human rights. According to Tesón, (1984), cultural relativists believe that culture is a critical aspect that validates moral right or rule. According to the author, this group of believers hold that rights are culturally determined (Tesón, 1984). This argument has continued and barred any possibility to create an internationally recognized body that advocates for the rights of all human beings. As it currently exists, human rights are culturally bound and determined. The idea of universality has been discussed and adopted in theory but not in practice yet. 
 Several initiatives have been created towards establishing an internationally recognized body that protects human rights as prima, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. However, there has also been a great setback created by the cultural relativists. But, as universalists assert, cultural relativism should not be the main reason or argument against establishing an internationally recognized body that protects human rights. The Third Committee at the United Nations, during their meeting on October 23, 2018, highlighted the rationale behind their objection for the relativist claim on the role of culture in creating and deciding on human rights. According to the Committee, the cultural relativism arguments should not be why states do not take initiatives towards creating policies and laws that protect human rights. These claims are insufficient to absolve the governments from their human rights obligations (Third Committee, 2018).
Cultural rights are essential and highly recognized by the United Nations and other international bodies. Still, it is not enough to deter the full realization of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Universalist experts have tried to dispel the misconceptions about cultural diversity that has been used to advance the cultural relativism claims on universal human rights. As the Committee experts say, culture should amplify cultural diversity but not destroy it, as has been the case. These experts argue that misunderstanding cultural diversity has led to the strained debate between cultural relativists and universalists as they pull towards different directions (Third Committee, 2018). Yet, they are supposed to complement and support each other. 
Both cultural relativists and universalists can find a certain point to agree on regarding establishing an internationally recognized body for human rights protection. According to Harris-Short (2003), culture plays a critical role in determining the moral right or rule. Furthermore, cultural relativists can help modify the universal human rights to meet the specific culture. In other words, culture should not be the inhibitor as it has been in the past. The discussion has been heavily politicized, which has diluted the points that need to be understood about the role of culture in establishing an internationally recognized body for human rights protection. On the other hand, culture is also important because it is a critical sense of identity of each social group. As such, it cannot be avoided when making policies that affect the people of that culture. However, as experts explain, there is a way that these two sides can bridge their differences and help to form a comprehensive and effective international body that will be responsible for the protection of universally recognized human rights. 
Cultural relativists aim to protect individual cultures from getting eroded by outside influence. The mission here is similar to what universalists are trying to achieve. They (universalists) are also trying to avoid abuse of human rights. As Donnelly (1984) explains, the differences between universalists and cultural relativists are based on multiple interpretations and limited sources of exceptions. All these differences can be sorted out if both sides can agree on common grounds. For starters, they can agree on the goal of each side, which is to protect their respective principles from erosion and abuse from outside. Every state has a responsibility to protect its people against violations of human rights.
Similarly, they are obligated by their people to protect their cultures from erosion. This has created the dilemma that has since barred the creation of an internationally recognized body responsible for the protection of universally shared human rights. However, there is an urgent need to create such a body because of shared human rights and principles. This will help end violations of human rights that are still seen and experienced in some countries, especially those who witness perennial civil war in Africa, the Middle East, and Central America.
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